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The Utah Minerals Regulatory Program of the Division of oil, Gas and Mining(oGM) regulates the extraction Jr oit shale and bituminous sands under the utah MinedLand Reclamation Act (ucA 40-s-l). Rules are already in place for the regulation ofmining operations thal ensure public health and safety; minimize present and future on andoff site environmental degradation; and reclamation il";;i;i ;;*antees to return the land toa stable ecological condition compatible with the land use. rfe grN4 should keep in mindwhen writing the rules for the tnanug"rn"nt of mining op"rution, the following comments.

' Any additional rules should minimize the need for operators to undertake
duplicating, overlapping, or conflicting requirements. '

' oGM successfully administers and is the regulatory authority for surface coalmining operations on federal and non-federal l-ands through a c-ooperativ. ug.."*.n,with the office of.surface Mining. The BLM should 
"on"rid", 

a similar pro'gram thatallows for state primacy in the regulation of oil shale anJtar sands operations.

Thank you f9r th9 opportunity to comment and we look forward to continled
cooperation with the BLM in managing the resources within the state of utah.
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